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   Transfer List II

Br. Amalraj Michael   SJC, Trichy  SHC, Shembaganur Manager : Farm 
Fr. Ambrose Arockiasamy   Alavanthankulam  Viraganur, Madurai Spiritual Father
Fr. Antony Robinson J.   Supam   VMI, Vilangudi  Teaching 
Br. Arockiadoss Michael   Carmel, Nagercoil Oriyur   Teaching
Fr. Arockiasamy Antony   SXC, P’Kottai  St. Joseph’s, Trichy Teaching
Fr. Arokiaraj Pushpanathan Pondicherry  St Mary’s, Dindigul Spiritual Father
Br. Arulanandam Savarimuthu LAAS   St Joseph’s, Trichy Farms
Fr. Arul Ravi S.    Loyola, Vettavalam SJC, Trichy  Ph D Studies
Fr. Augustine John Peter V. De Britto, Devakottai St. Xavier’s, P’Kottai Teaching
Fr. Dunstan Vinny Joseph   SHC, Shembaganur Myanmar  Missionary
Fr. George Pulparambil    Shoranur  Manalur Estate  Rest
Fr. Jerome Kulandaisamy   Arulanandar, Oriyur Carmel, Nagercoil Teaching
Fr. Jesudoss Irudayam   SXC, P’Kottai   --  Sabbatical
Fr. Jesu Nesa Raju K.   Supam   St. Joseph’s, Trichy Assistant PP
Fr. Jeyaraj Boniface  Loyola, Chennai  UK, USA   Sabbatical 
Fr. Jeyaraj Donatus  Viraganur, Madurai Dhyana Ashram, Chennai Spiritual Ministry
Sch. John Peter    Beschi Illam, Dindigul St. Mary’s, Madurai Regency
Fr. Joseph Kennedy S.   SXC, P’Kottai  De Britto, Devakottai Teaching 
Fr. Kulandaisamy Antony   KARISAL  USA    Sabbatical
Fr. Lazar Savarimuthu   SJC, Trichy  Loyola, Chennai  LIBA
Fr. Maria Arul Raja  Sabbatical, USA  Arul Kadal  Teaching
Fr. Maria Packiam S.  SJC, Trichy  Loyola Chennai  Entomology Dept.
Br. Natarajan Joseph  SJC, Trichy  Beschi Illam  Rest
Fr. Simonraj Antony  Alavanthankulam  St. Joseph’s, Trichy Teaching
Fr. Stephen D’Souza  Australia   SXC, P’Kottai  Spiritual Ministry
Fr. Stephen Joe Muthu   LTI, Madurai  IDEAS, Madurai  Staff
Br. Thomas Arulappan   Arul Kadal  Satya Nilayam  Minister/Treasurer
Fr. Thomas Visuvasam   SJC, Trichy   Rayapuram  PP

NAME    FROM   TO   STATUS/DESIGNATION

APPROVAL FOR TERTIANSHIP: Fr Provincial has approved the following members for Tertianship:
Fr. Antony Inigo D.   Sri Lanka
Fr. Baskar Antony S.   Shembaganur
Fr. Dominic Jeyakumar M.   Shembaganur
Fr. Dominic Savio M.   Sri Lanka
Fr. Infant Kingsley A.   Shembaganur
Fr. Joseph Antony Jacob MS  Goa
Fr. Justin Yasappan Emmanuel  Goa
Fr. Maria Wenisch S   Hazaribag 
Fr. Michael John A   Hazaribag

N.B.: All transfers and appointments are effective from 01 June 2013.

Administrative Guidelines, with e� ect from June, 2013:
In the light of the Evaluation of the Higher Education Ministry and taking into account the practical experiences, the Province will adopt the following 
approaches, with effect from June 2013, in assigning individuals to key positions in the administration of the Higher Education Centres, particularly 
the Arts and Science Colleges: 
01. Normally, the Secretary of a College will be a retired person from a teaching or administrative post, so that he has sufficient academic and 
administrative experiences and can also devote his full time and attention to his responsibilities as Secretary. 
02. Normally, the Deputy Principal, in charge of self-financed courses (Shift II), will be a person who is not employed in Shift I, so that he can devote 
himself on a full-time basis to the administrative needs and responsibilities of Shift II – supervising, guiding and making himself available to the 
staff and students of the self-financed courses.
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celeBrations galore 
The campus of arul anandar 

College, karuMatHur, got into 
a festive mood on 15-16 March 
when our college celebrated the 
Autonomy Silver Jubilee, Alumni 
Get-Together and the 43rd College 
Day. Eminent personalities like Dr. 
T.R. Pachamuthu, Founder and 
Chancellor of SRM University, Hon. 
Justice Mr. C.T. Selvam, Madras High 
Court, Dr K. Pitchumani, University 

Registrar, Dr G. J. Samathanam, 
Scientist and Advisor, MST, New 
Delhi,  Rev Dr L. Anandam, Rector, 
Inter-Diocesan Seminary, L. Amal 
Raj, business stalwart attended 
the celebrations. Bishop Peter 
Remigius of Kottar was the Chief 
Celebrant at the Thanksgiving 
Mass concelebrated over by about 
50 priests, most of whom are our 
alumni. The Three Day Science 
Exhibition brought students from the 
neighbouring schools and colleges.

The Department of Philosophy 
organized a two day national 
conference on Social Epistemology 
and Ethics for Dalit Emancipatory 
Discourse on 22-23 March. Dr 
Antony Raj SJ and Dr Gnana 
Aloysius, Hyderabad were the main 
speakers. The two year old English 
Literature Department clinched the 
Overall Championship Runners’ 
Trophy at the Inter Collegiate English 
Literature Competitions, PEGASUS 
organized by the American College. 
This victory has indeed boosted the 
morale of the staff members and the 
students. Veera vilaiyattugal and 
a dance mela marked the Hostel 
Day of both Boys and Girls on 7, 8 
March.     - Rufus

Widened our horiZons
A field-based course on theology 

of pastoral praxis was animated by 
a team led by Fr Arulraj of Tambaram 
parish, which widened our horizons. 
The Staff and Sch. Berchmans, the 
student representative from arul kadal, 
participated in the Plenary Academic 
Council meeting at VJ, Delhi on 27 Feb.  
Our Lenten visit this year was to Adayar 
Cancer Institute where we distributed 
useful gifts to 300 patients. On 28 
Feb Frs Tony Da, SJ, Secretary for 
Collaboration and Gerald Blaszczak, SJ, 
Secretary for Service of Faith, General 
Curia, Rome enlightened us through 
their inspiring talk on collaboration and 
service of faith. 

On 9-10 March, we had an 
educational trip to Hyderabad well-
organized by Br Thomas. We visited 
a few Jesuit communities of Andhra 
Province that overwhelmed us by their 
hospitality. On 13 March we had a 
session on theologizing with the parish 
priests of places where scholastics 
go for their weekend ministries.  On 
14 March the communities of Dhyana 
Ashram and Arul Kadal jointly organized 
a special prayer service at Dhyana 
Ashram in honour of the first Jesuit 
Pope Francis, followed by a fellowship 
dinner. On 20 March, we participated 
in a hunger demonstration by the 
Chennai-Mylapore archdiocesan youth 
for the cause of Ezham Tamils.           

- I. Antony Inico

With the helP of 
union finance Minister

The staff of de britto, deVakottai 
went on a pilgrimage to Sacred Heart 
Church, Idaikattur on 9 March. During 
the season of Lent it was inspiring to 
see many non-Christian staff actively 
taking part in the penitential walk to 
this church.  On the feast day of St. 
Joseph the new hall, built above LRC 
hall,  with the kind help of Shri. P. 
Chidambaram, Union Finance Minister, 
from his local area development fund, 
was inaugurated by Fr Ignatius Britto, 
the Headmaster and was blessed by 
Fr Leo Tagore, the Superior. This new 

block is named St. Joseph’s Block.
A day of silence and prayer 

at Vettaikaranpatty was organized 
on 23 March for our staff to prepare 
them for the Holy Week. Fr. Bastian, 
St. Mary’s, Madurai, guided them 
with his reflections on the theme, 
‘God, our loving friend’. 

- Amalraj Amirthanathan

hosting the Provincials
A renovated dHyana aSHraM,

sporting a new, lively look, hosted 
the JCSA meet on 24- 28 Feb. 
The entire community was at the 
service of Provincials from all over 
the Assistancy and made it a time of 
fraternal followship.

Fr. Thambu gave retreats for 
the Kerala association, parishioners 
of Anna Nagar and Sisters of St 
Anne, Trichy.  Fr  Xavier Irudayaraj 
led a dedicated group of lay people 
into  contemplative prayer. Fr Jerry 
is giving laity seminars and retreats 
in Johor Malaca and Kualalumpur 
on 20 March to 10 April.            

               - Xavier Irudayaraj

gold Medals 
for Prisoners

Fr Xavier Alphonse of iCrdCe, 
CHennai made a presentation on the 
Indian Community College System 
at the International Conference on 
Community Colleges organized 
by MHRD on 6 Feb at New Delhi. 
The Central University of Karnataka 
(CUK) invited the ICRDCE team to 
initiate the process of establishing a 
Community College as part of the 
Central University and according 
recognition to all the existing 
Community Colleges in the State 
of Karnataka. ICRDCE conducted 
two workshops at Gulbarga and 
Bangalore on 7, 8 March under the 
chairmanship of the Vice-Chancellor 
of CUK, Prof. S.S. Murthy. The 
Association of Canadian Community 
Colleges has come forward to 
collaborate with ICRDCE.

Our students from 43 
Community Colleges have won

Events
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157 ranks and gold medals  at the 
6th Convocation of Tamil Nadu 
Open University held on 12 March. 
The highlight of the convocation 
was prisoners who are studying 
in Mahatma Gandhi Community 
College receiving five gold medals 
and 24 ranks. The ICRDCE team 
helped Christian Medical Association 
of India (CMAI) with a workshop at 
Guwahati on 22,23 March and the 
Central University of Mizoram on 
25 March to establish Community 
Colleges in North Eastern States of 
India.             -  Xavier Alphonse 

studying ‘MoonusaMy 
festival’

Vincent Sekhar of idCr, 
CHennai, visited Arul Anandar 
College, Karumathur to take classes 
on Comparative Study of Religions 
for II MA students, and to prepare 
them for the field study on the local 
‘Moonusamy’ festival. He presented 
papers in two national seminars, one 
on ‘Peace Initiatives in the context of 
Diversity and Secularism in India’ at 
Madras Christian College, Chennai, 
and the other on ‘Sramana Ethos: 
An Emancipatory Paradigm’ at AAC, 
Karumathur. Fr Michael Amaladoss 
spoke on ‘Double Religious Identity 
in Popular Religion and Interreligious 
Dialogue Today’ in Satya Nilayam, 
Chennai. He also participated in 
a seminar on ‘Secularism and 
Spirituality’ at the Henry Martyn 
Institute, Hyderabad, with a talk on 
‘The Secular becoming the Sacred 
in Christianity.’ 

IDCR had its second doctoral 
viva, this time of Fr Donald D’Silva 
of Jamshedpur Province. The 
thesis titled, ‘The Use of Symbols 
of Communication in the Production 
of Organizational Culture’ was 
guided by Fr C. Joe Arun. IDCR 
held a one-day colloquium on 
‘Sacred Texts and Traditions on 
Ecology and Environment’ at which 
8 research papers were presented 
from scientific, technical, and textual 
points of view.  

- Vincent Sekhar SJ

Burning Bright 
Fr Elias is back at IDEAS 

brimming with joy and gratitude. 

“Being the only senior most Jesuit 
attending the South Zone JESA meeting 
of around 30 Jesuit social activists held 
at ISI-Bangalore on 15-16 Feb,” said Fr 
Aloy, “I felt the flame of justice is burning 
bright spreading the light of hope.” 
There  was a National Consultation on 
“Towards a Framework for Social Action 
in the Changed Context of India Today” 
at ISI, Delhi on 15-17 March, at which 
Fr Aloy spoke on “Violence against 
Dalits & Adivasis: Issues and JESA 
Response” at one of the panel sessions 
and was on the Drafting Team to work 
on the Orientation Statement.   

 - Aloysius Irudayam

social analysis 
for grihini students

24 Grihini students attended 
the 4-day course organized by JRS/
TN on Social Analysis and Personality 
Development at IDEAS, Madurai on 
4-8 March. Frs Michael Jayaraj SJ, 
Philomonraj SJ and JRS staff were 
the resource persons. JRS regional 

meeting was held in Chennai on 3-7 
March. Fr Louie, SJ presented the 
activities of the T.N. unit. Mr Nathan 
from United Kingdom for Porticus, 
visited Thiruvannamalai district and 
inaugurated three CECs along with 
the director, Fr. Louie SJ and project 
director on 19 March.             - Raja V.

tWo gold Medals 
and three ranKs

Around 200 women participated in 
a session on the dignity of womanhood, 
held in the new building of kalangarai 
on 14 March. The theme was “Pengalai 
Potru, Manitha Neyaththai Kaappatru”. 
The hard work of the Director and the 
staff of our community college have 
yielded two gold medals and three ranks 
to our students in the last two academic 

years.         - Velankanni

first in the district
The new charitable 

organization, ‘SHARE & CARE’ 
headed by Fr Robin, SJ has 
adopted 20 poor students of 
loyola, kuPPayanallur. The group 
was here with us to meet and give 
gifts to the 10th students. LTTI 
had a PTA meeting on 24 Feb 
at which the parents expressed 
their appreciation for the excellent 
results and retaining the first 
place in the Kanchipuram district. 
There was a free dental check up 
camp organized by Br Irudayam 
for his students with the help of 
Karpagavinayaga Dental Hospital 
on 5 March.                   - Magesh

groWing uP holistically
On 6 March students of 

loyola induStrial SCHool, raniPet, 
visited Aavin Milk Dairy near Vellore 
as part of their industrial exposure 
programme. They learnt the various 
processes involved.  On 8 March 
we organized a parents-teachers 
meeting. A good number of parents 
attended and learnt how their sons 
grow up holistically in our campus 
making use of all the opportunities 
provided.  On 21 March we 
celebrated the 10th Annual Day of 
our school. Mr Ravi Baskar, RJD, 
Dept of Employment & Training, 
Chennai and Mr Ezhil Maran from 
BHEL were the Chief Guests. The 
students and the staff, as well as 
Fr Ignacy and Sch Berkmans, 
worked hard for the success of the 
function.                  - Dominic

first annual day 
in 30 years

From the first day of March 
the lti, Madurai campus vibrated 
with the beating of drums and the 
sound of music as it geared up 
for the first ever Annual Day in 30 
years to be held on 9 March. It was 
an open air family gathering with a 
fairly good participation of parents, 
former students and well-wishers.  
The function, meticulously planned 
by Fr. Amalraj and his staff,  was 
presided over by Mr Rajasekar, 
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Abide with the Lord

M.Tech, Regional Joint Director of 
Training, Department of Employment 
and Training,  Govt. of Tamil Nadu.  
The function ended with a cultural 
programme. On 12 March the news 
about the sad demise of a Catholic 
day scholar cast a pall of gloom over 
the LTI campus.  A large number of 
students and teachers attended the 
funeral Mass the following day.  On 19 
March Frs. MariaLouis and Lourduraj 
had a combined jubilee celebration 
with a concelebrated Eucharist, 
followed by a festive dinner.

Loyola Community College 
organized a consultation on 
‘Community Colleges: Challenges 
and Opportunities’ on 25 March. 
Mrs Gayatri Eassey from the office 
of the adviser to the Prime Minister 
on Skill Development presided 
over the consultation.  She visited 
also the Kodai-Grihini campus at 
Shembaganur. LCC helped our 
novices in their one month work 
camp in Mariyamakulam.  
- J.L. Pragasam & Stephen J. Muthu

to launch 
evening study centres

The IACM cultural team had 
a special training in folk dance and 
street play from 28 Feb to 1 March 
here at PaatHai Centre, VallaM 
As the culmination of the training, 
the team performed an awareness 
programme. On 10 March Fr 
Yesumarian gave one-day workshop 
to the people of Kelembakam on 
“Land Rights”. Fr Arockia Dass paid a 
visit to tribal hamlets of Kallakurichy 
area to prepare the tribal students 

for the summer coaching camp, and 
study the feasibility of launching 
evening study centres in those 
areas. 

On 23 March we had a 
preparatory meeting of all the 
animators, volunteers and field 
staff for the summer coaching 
camp. Sch Alton visited the evening 
study centres in Kancheepuram, 
Thiruvallur, Thiruvannamalai, 
Villupuram and Cuddalore and 
motivated the students to take active 
part in the summer coaching camp - 
2013.                            - Alton

Motivating 
Panchayat Presidents, 
councillors...

The SHEPHERD Department 
of St joSePH’S, triCHy, led by its 
Director, Fr Aruldoss, organized two 
Seminars  for the Panjayat Presidents, 
Councillors and Ward Members. The 
Seminars were aimed at motivating 
these rural leaders to render selfless 
service to the people. In collaboration 
with the Central Government’s NEAC 
(National Environment Awareness 
Campaign), the SHEPHERD 
Department organized programmes 
for Women Self-Help Groups on 
Herbal Medicine Preparation. Fr K. 
Arockiam organized a Science Expo in 
R.C. Middle School, Ariyamangalam 
on 28 Feb. Fr A. Irudayaraj, who is 
residing at Salem, presented a paper 
on the influence of social media 
on adolescents at a conference at 
Bharadhidasan University, Trichy. As 
part of the Biodiversity awareness 

Fr. William Missiaen SJ (MAP),  92/73, on 6 Feb.
Fr. Jose Kaiprampatt (PAT),  60/38,  on 17 Feb.
Fr. Stephen Van Winckel (RAN), 92/72, on 26 Feb.
Br. Gabriel Feruccio (KAR), 74/55),  on 27 Feb.
Fr. Santiago Sebastian, SJ (PAT, 52/31)  on 7 April.
Mr. A. Jayaraj, 73, eldest brother of Fr  A. Alangaram, on 3 Feb
Mrs. A. Maria Thangam, 71, mother of Fr Alexis Premkumar on 12 Feb.
Mr M. Amalorpavam, 75, younger brother of Br M. Irudayam on 25 Feb
Mrs. Susai Arockiammal, 96, mother of Fr Francis P. Xavier on 8 March.
Mr. Savarimuthu, 93,  father of Fr  S. Arockiam on 19 March.

F r . 
A d a i k a l a s a m y 
Joseph passed 
away at about 1.15 
a.m. on 28 March 
‘13 at St. Joseph 
Hospital, Dindigul 
after a brief illness. 

Born in 1922 
in Rayappanpatty, 
a predominantly Catholic village 
in south Tamil Nadu, he joined the 
Society of Jesus at the age of 20. After 
his ordination to priesthood in 1955 
he was sent to the Training School at 
Sattur. From there he came to Beschi 
College, Dindigul to become the 
Novice Master of Brothers. Then there 
were two Novice Masters, one for 
scholastics, and the other for Brothers. 
Five years later he went to Dhyana 
Ashram, Chennai and then from 1969 
till 1972 he was the Rector of the Inter 
diocesan Minor Seminary in Madurai. 
He was successively Socius to three 
Provincials from 1972 to 1977 and 
was Rector of Beschi College twice. 

In 1979 he was made the 
Mission Superior of Vinukonda in 
Andhra, which he made economically 
viable. He returned to the Province to 
be the minister at St. Mary’s, Dindigul., 
and then a confessor at Velankanni 
Shrine for 15 years. From there he 
came to Beschi where he spent his 
last years. 

Towards the end he was 
completely bed-ridden. and kept 
praying all the time “Mz;ltNu> vd; 

Nky; ,uf;fkhapUk;” (“Lord, be merciful 
to me”). He died peacefully in the early 
hours of 28 march, Maundy Thursday.

The funeral Mass at 3 p.m on 
the same day was presided over 
by Fr Provincial and concelebrated 
by Msgr K.S. Arockiasamy, Vicar 
General of Dindigul Diocese and Fr 
Victor Sundararaj of Salem diocese, 
a nephew of Fr Adaikalasamy. The 
funeral homily was preached by Fr. 
Dhanaraj. After the Mass Msgr. K. S. 
Arockiasamy blessed the body and 
at the cemetery Fr Victor Sundararaj 
said the prayers and gave the final 
blessing. 

May the soul of Fr. Adaikalasamy 
rest in peace! 

                 - Xavier Mampra SJ

Adaikalasamy Joseph, SJ
11.10.1922 – 28.03.2013
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program, a ‘Green Meditation’ was 
conducted by Fr Francis Thamburaj 
to the Shift-2 students on 22 Feb. 
A workshop on ‘Environment 
and Spirituality’  and sessions for 
women were conducted By Fr 
Maria Packiam. The Community 
celebrated the feast of St Joseph, 
our Patron, with a solemn Eucharist  
followed by dinner on 19 March. 
Bishop Antony Devotta of Trichy 
was with us. Fr Mount Joe directed 
a sound and light programme on the 
passion and death of Jesus on 16 
March. Thousands of people from 
different parishes came to watch it.    

- Maria Packiam

Penitential Procession
During the Lenten season St. 

Mary’S Cathedral Parish, Madurai 
organized creative and meaningful 
Way of the Cross, penitential 
services and a one-day retreat. A 
penitential procession was taken to 
the neighbouring parish. Before the 
examinations the Catholic students 
of Standards X and XII gathered 
for a special prayer service. A free 
medical camp was conducted and 
about 110 people from the parish 
benefited from it. An Ecumenical 
Devotional Music service was held 
to emphasize Christian unity during 
the Holy Week. Students enacted 
the life and passion of Jesus and 
prepared themselves for confession 
by burning a handwritten ‘sin-
list’. The annual day of SUPAM 
(Students Upliftment and Animation 
Movement) - a students’ movement 
to help the poor students – was 
celebrated.  Handbills on the need 
to save water were distributed.  

- Felix Joseph

Blessed By the Presence 
of leaders

PEAK team organized the 
women’s day programme on 10 
March and 300 women around 
the Kodai hills participated in the 
rally urging the Government to 
implement the laws in favour of 
women in India. SHC, SHeMbaganur 
was blessed by the presence of the 
Provincial, Superiors, Team leaders, 
coordinators and assessment team 

of our ministries of our Province on 
16, 17 March.  PEAK and LAAS jointly 
organized a one day seminar on 18 
March for the Korenkombu-based tribal 
people on Forest Rights Act 2006.  

   - Arul William

teaching triBals
The third phase training for 

paralegals was organized by LAAS, 
Madurai at the Divine Word Retreat 
Centre on 1–3 March  with a special 
focus on litigations in civil and criminal 
courts and Constitutional  remedies. 
Along with PEAK and Kodaimalai 

Ambedkar Peoples Movement, LAAS 
conducted a legal aid camp for tribals 
of Palani hills at Korankombu. More 
than a hundred triblas from various 
villages learnt to use Forest Rights Act 
2006. As part of the province project 
on eradication of untouchability, the 
animators underwent a training on 
17-19 March at Vadipatti on women’s 
rights and inclusive approach.     

- Santhanam

ordained deacons
The month of February was 

special as 37 of us at Vidyajyoti, delHi 
were ordained deacons by Archbishop 
Anil Couto of Delhi at St Xavier’s 
School. A large gathering of faithful 
along with a few PCFs and Jesuits 
witnessed the ceremony. The Madurai 
Province was represented by Fr 
Alangaram and Sch Berchmans from 
Arul Kadal and Fr Joe Xavier from ISI. 

Fr Leonard gave two public 
lectures at St Xavier’s College, Kolkata 
on “Church, the People of God” and 
“Church, the Sacrament of Salvation” 
as part of the programme “Revisiting 
Vatican II” organized by St Xavier’s 
College and Morning Star College.       

-  S. Theresunathan

together in faith
The 20th Academy Day 

was celebrated at Vidyaniketan, 
triVandruM on 9 March on the theme 
‘Together in Faith’. All took active 
part in the cultural programme. 
The play ‘ Us and Them’ was 
staged highlighting the dangers 
of exclusivity in thinking. The ADF 
proficiency test in English was held 
on 15 March. The Golden Jubilee 
College Day in Sreekariyam was 
delightful. The course on Psycho 
Spiritual Integration was quite 
helpful to consolidate the gains of 
the past months in the Juniorate. 
We were thrilled to hear the news of 
the election of a Jesuit Pope.             

- Velanganni

a Plentiful harvest
We went on a pilgrimage from 

VMi, Vilangudi to Elakurichi along 
with the parishioners. The prayerful 
way of the cross prepared by the 
pre-novices inspired the people. 
The hard work and commitment of 
Fr John Innaci and his team have 
yielded a plentiful harvest this year. 
The pre-novices and the entire 
community are busy preparing for 
their annual day.    

- Prabu Francis

an evening 
of recollection

The Alumni Association of 
XaVeriana, tHootHukudi conducted 
its Annual Day with Minister S.T. 
Chellapandian, an alumnus, 
as the president. Prizes were 
distributed to winners in various 
competitions from different 
schools. The special guests were 
R. Ramakrishnan, IAS and Prof.Dr 
S. Arulraj, MD, FRCP (Glasgow). 
The XII and X standard students, 
facing government exams, went 
on a pilgrimage to the local 
Velankanni church, a mosque at 
Kayalpatnam, the Hindu temple 
in Tiruchendur and to St Thomas 
Church in Veerapandianpatnam. 
The community went for an 
evening of recollection to a 
parish of Discalced Carmelites at 
Kurukkusalai.    - Rajan
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Experience Memories

Congratulations

Just for....
This is what the cynic said, when asked for the 

difference between an arranged marriage and a love 
marriage: “Arranged marriage is like being bitten by a 
dog bought for you by your family. Love marriage  is 
like being bitten by a dog you went after pleading, ‘Bite 
me, please bite me!’”

Red birretta, Malabar shoes, 
a big staff...

A Circular Letter dated 10 July 1842 describes 
the dress the missionaries of the new Madura Mission 
wore: “The cassock was of saffron colour similar to 
the kavee garb used by Hindu Sannyasis – the white 
cassock being donned only on special occasions, such as 
visits to Govt. Officials. This saffron cassock, adopted 
by our Fathers of the Old Madura Mission, had been 
kept by the Foreign Missions Fathers of Pondicherry 
as most convenient for daily use: a coloured dress 
need not be changed as often as a white one. Another 
apparel was the coolla, a kind of cap well-known all 
over the Muslim world but somewhat higher in shape 
than the recognized fez of North African Muslims. 
The coolla was to be covered by a light veil or shawl 
that came down on the shoulders and protected the 
neck against the sun. On great occasions, say, when 
one had to make a solemn entry into a village, the red 
birretta was to take the place of the fez. Malabar shoes 
which were of reddish colour with the top of the soles 
slightly pointing upwards, and a big staff - when out 
walking - completed the Missionary’s dress on ordinary 
occasions. Some Missionaries wanted to exchange the 
coolla for a large hat, and the Superior had to yield to 
their wishes, but on no account would he allow them 
to dispense with the coolla or the red birretta whenever 
they had to appear in public.

 

 

 

My Secrets for Well-being and Peace
Secrets of my well-being and peace? I don’t have 

any. Rather I have blessings that have offered me well-
being and joy. Experience of abject poverty in my childhood 
has made me feel that the food, clothes, shelter, education, 
medical care and everything else that I enjoy in the Society 
are more than what I deserve or can aspire to. They instill 
in me continuous gratitude. Twenty years at Aikiya Alayam 
Ashram as an assistant helps me to be of assistance to all 
whenever possible. It is, in fact, difficult for me to be a mere 
spectator. I am convinced that Ignatian Indifference, Magis, 
and the Third Degree of humility are the normal and proper 
dispositions of Jesuit life. 

More than all these, I feel with deep gratitude that 
God has carried me on His shoulders, or as Moses would 
say, in His bosom, from my childhood onwards till today. I 
shall give just a couple of examples: 

I was terribly scared to go to Shembag for my 
philosophical studies as I was much more inclined to 
literature, poetry, paintings, and aesthetics. So serious 
philosophical studies frightened me. Soon S.P. Sattur, 
a former police officer, who joined the Society, came to 
Shembag for his philosophy. One day he called me to ask: 
“Br Dhanaraj, would you mind repeating to me daily for just 
ten minutes what the learned professors teach in the class 
room?” Without the least hesitation, I accepted. But it was 
never just ten minutes. Even after I finished repeating what 
was taught during the day, he would ply me with a hundred 
questions and I had to give him satisfactory replies. As 
a result, I became one of the outstanding students of 
philosophy and coached a few others too!

When I applied for the novitiate, the Provincial was 
not too eager to take me. I had scored just 256 out of 500 
in the SSLC exam. But thanks to the recommendation of 
Fr D. Kulandairaj, he accepted me, saying: “Put him up at 
St Joseph’s. He will fail and that will be the end the matter.”  
I was, in fact, the last student in my class. I failed again 
and again in maths in all the college exams. But in the final 
exam came I scored A+. This little fellow passed his M.A. 
with the first rank in the college!

I used to feel deeply hurt, thinking that God 
deliberately lets me down. But everytime He has made 
me come out of it with flying colours - better and stronger! 
That is one of the emphatic features of my relationship with 
God. In my ministries, I have attempted many things which 
I never dreamt of. Whatever I do, I feel that God is more at 
work than I am.

My heart is filled with joy - not merely peace. Praise 
the Lord!            - Dhanaraj Raphael, SJ

To all at LICET which has been ranked 11th 
out of 540 colleges of the Anna University, based on 
the first semester results with 85 % over-all pass.

To Sch. Leo Anand who has won the 
Best Essay award in the Louis Massignon Essay 
Competition conducted by the Islamic Studies 
Association, Delhi.

(Extracts from a circular letter dated 10 July 1842 and published 
in Caritas, July, 1942 – Sent by Fr R. George, SJ)


